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‘’ Y shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.’’....Lafvayette. 
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For the Hangman. 
WHOLESALE SLAUGHTER. 


After the trial of Van Steenburgh, who was 
indicted for the murder of Steele, in one of the 
Auti-rent riots in New York, the presiding Jus- 





tice of the court made some suggestions in con- 
nection with the state of affairs before the court, 
which have been highly applauded for their wis- 
dom and humanity, and with which, we our-| 
selves, heartily coincide. They are reported, | 
in a New York city Newspaper, as follows :— 

‘Judge Parker remarked that he had some | 
suggestions to make to the Bar and Counsel for 
prisoner. ‘There is a vast amount of business 
before the court, and nearly one hundred persons | 
stand indicted for murder! It is not expected 
that all indicted for this offence will be hung, 
itis not necessary that they should be—public 
justice does not require it—mercy forbids it—all 
the sympathies of our nature revolt at the idea 
of wholesale slaughter. Is it not best, then, 
continued Judge Parker) that those indicted for 
murder, and against whom the proof is clear that | 
they were present, disguised and armed, when 
Steele was killed, should plead guilty of man-! 
slaughter—it seems to me so.’ 

We have some little curiosity to see what will | 
be said now by Rev. George B. Cheever, and 
the other advocates of the death-penalty, who | 
thunder out their pious anathemas against the 
enemies of the gallows. Where are the champ- 
ions of the Bible, who hurl their denunciations 
against us all who oppose the death-penalty, 
styling us infidels and contemners of the Bible?! 
‘Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.’ Here is their text—and now is 
the time for them to preach from it. One hun- 
dred murderers in the State of New York, whom 
nobody expects will be hung! So says Judge | 
Parker, affirming that ‘public justice does not | 
require it—merey forbids—all the sympathies 
of our nature revolts at the idea of such whole-| 
sale slaughter.’ What say, gentlemen—has every 
body turned ‘ infidel ?” 
that the Bible should be obeyed? 
forbid obedience to the divine commands? Are | 
justice and mercy at war with the Bible? Are | 
the sympathies of our ‘depraved nature,’ (for) 
Judge Parker cites the revolt of our natural 
sympathies, as an argument against what he 
justly terms wholesale slaughter)—are they to 
be put into the scale of justice, and allowed to 
outweigh the commandment of God? Do you 
mean to be silent, when the authorities of your 
State, out of respect to any notions of humanity, 
sympathy, or other like weaknesses of human 
nature, are permitting a whole army of one hun- 
dred men, whom the law pronounces murderers, 
toescape the penalty which you declare to be | 
revealed from Heaven to men, as the righteous | 
punishment, to be inflicted, without exception, 
upon the shedder of human blood? If one man 
—if Van Steenburgh—should die, why not the 
test? We ask these questions not of those, 
who, upon human authority merely, and upon 
grounds of supposed expediency, contend for 
Capital Punishment; but, we ask them of the 
pious, Christian men, the Clergymen, the Doc- 
tors of Divinity, who demand the blood of man, 
as an offering upon the altar of divine justice, 
urging the positive commands of the Bible. 
We ask these gentlemen, to say, (if we who op- 
pose the death-penalty are anti-Bible,) where 
they will rank Judge Parker and the great pub- 
lic of the great State of New York, who can- 
not bear the idea of hanging a hundred men at 
once? and we ask these men, to come out and 
declare themselves! Now is their time! Now 
is there a great occasion! Now is agreat act 
of humanity, or a brilliant crime just perpetrated 
by the people of a whole Commonwealth.— 
Shall the rulers of the people do violence to the 
great law of God, and all the people agree to 


| 


| 


P ° ° } 
Does not justice reguire | 
Does mercy | 


strangled out of him by the law? 





it! and the champions of revelation, the minis- 


ters of religion, who upon all other occasions 
have spoke out upon the subject, now keep si- 
lence? Speak now, we pray you, or never speak 
again. Let those of us, who wish to abolish 
the death-penalty entirely, have the field to our- 
selves—and hold not up the covenant with Noah 
as a testimony against us, unless you will be 
consistent with yourselves and denounce Judge 
Parker and the public sentiment of New York. 
For, there stands your laws, the command in 
the covenant with Noah—which, if it sanctions 
the doctrine you so constantly preach, and require 
the death-penalty at all—is as inexorable as fate, 
and leaves no room for policy, expediency or 
humanity. 

But again, ‘It is not expected that all who are 
indicted for this offence will be hung—it is not 
necessary that they should be,’ so says the hu- 
mane magistrate. But why not? ‘ Public jus- 
tice docs not require it. ‘ Mercy Forsips Ir.’ 
What, does not public justice require that the 
murderer shall die? Why then does capital 
punishment exist, as a provision of the law upon 
the statute books? But more than that, Mercy 
interposes a peremptory voice, and will not be 
unheeded—Mercy forbids—forbids—aye, ror- 


pips, that’s the word; and in the name of ‘all 
'the sympathies of our nature,’ prays that some- 


thing may be done to save the court from passing 
such a sentence. But, where is Van Steenburgh, 


le . 7 . 
_just now convicted, a participator in the same 


outrage? Where the memory of Henry G, 
Green, whose life, only a few days ago was 
Yes, where 
are the scores of men, who, (one by one, to be 
sure,) the legal authorities of New York have 
subjected to the terrible doom of a violent death ? 
And where were justice and mercy, too? Where 
now are ‘all the natural sympathies of our na- 
ture,’ while the judge is dooming Van Steenburgh? 
But, wait a moment, we will re-read the para- 
graph, and see what it is, that shocks those sensi- 
bilities; drives justice back, spite of her flaming 
and vengeful sword, and makes her content to 
sheath it, giving to mercy, for the time, a tri- 
umph over the enactments of the law. Ah ! It’s 


|‘ the idea of wholesale slaughter,’ says the worthy 


judge. God bless him for so much as that.— 
Doubtless he would have been glad to have said 
more, but he jumped over the law in saying 
what he did. Had he gone further, he would have 
floored the Attorney General with his statute 
book, and almost all the theologians in the land, 
with their commentaries upon the Hebrew Bible. 
Rather too much, that, for one judge, at atime. 
But, we have put down a landmark here, and we 
shall never forget it. At ‘wholesale slaughter,’ 
‘all the sympathies of our nature revolt;’ and 
they rise up against it in such resistless rebellion 
that, not the law of the land; not the dim 
shadowy but grim and dreadful idea of pub- 
lic justice, (which we hear of so often, when 
humanity dares say a word;) not the gory wounds 
of the murdered Steele; nor the rights of the 
majestic law of a powerful and sovereign State, 
outraged by murders in open and armed rebellion 
against its power and dignity ; nor the supersti- 
tion of centuries ; nor the whole body of ordain- 
ed and consecrated defenders of Capital Punish- 
ment upon Bible grounds, nor all these combined 
are able successfully to oppose them. Well, 
that is an advance upon former days. We can 
‘slaughter’ by retail, but not by wholesale.— 
Time was, when such refinement had not crept 
into the temple of justice, and turned aside her 
judgment and arrested her sword. We have in- 
troduced in modern times divers nice ideas and 
distinctions, touching age and mental condition, 
once equally unknown. Why, they used to hang 
children-—babies almost—children too young to 
be allowed to choose a guardian—too young to 
make a valid consent to marry—little boys, 
not ten years old; men so crazed and demented 
that, we of Massachusetts, would not now hold 
them in our prisons, even; but would remove 
them to the Worcester Asylum. And now they 
have got up a new distinction between legal 
‘slaughter’, (that is not our word, mind you, but 
theexcellent judges’ phrase,) by wholesale and 
by retail. A new reading of the covenent with 
Noah—full of, no man can tell how many excep- 
tions—is most alarmingly heeded. The inter- 
pretation, we enemies of the gallows insist upon, 
has utterly failed of acceptance with the great 
majority, We have suggested several of these, 
either one of them better than theirs, but all 
will not do. So, for all we can see, some one 
must make a new version of the command, 
adopting these their lately discovered exceptions. 
With this latest one, it would read after this 
wise, ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 





shall his blood be shed,’ excepting when it 
would amount to wholesale slaughter, in which 
case his blood shall not be shed. We should 
like to know Dr. Cheever’s opinion upon this 
proviso. Will he, or his fellow laborers, any of 
them, dare to blame the officers of the law for 
practicing in the case before us, as if the com- 
mand had been written in the Bible, with such 
an exception? We challenge them to do it, 

Justice and Mercy, and Human Sympathies, in 
a court of law, shaking hands in triumph over 
an evaded bloody law! 

But, bear with us a moment more, and hear us 
yet further. Suppose a hundred men join ina 
murder, is not each man as guilty of murder as if 
each man, singly and alone, selected a victim, 
and drove a poinard to his heart; just as guilty as 
one of them alone, would be, had he, secretly 
and unabetted, taken away a life? And suppose 
those hundred men to be swung into eternity 
upon one scaffold, are they not a hundred mur- 
derers, and does law, or Bible, or Justice, or 
Mercy, or human sympathy, make a distinction, 
in favor of numbers? Each man dies for himself 
and not for his companions. When Van Steen- 
burgh bids farewell to his wife and his children, 
do you think it will be any less an awful heart- 
breaking farewell to him and them, than if he 
was to stand the next morning with a hun- 
dred men standing pinioned for a ‘ wholesale 
slaughter’ around him? Is not the throe of 
mortal agony the same, and death by halter and 
hangman just the same, alone, or in a crowd. 
And is not Justice, eternal and sublime, unwaver- 
ing and firm as Heaven’s throne? Judge ye, if 
justice goes by numbers. 

This striking event, this remarkable speech 
from the bench, is worthy of all remembrance. 
It is fatal to the life of the gallows. We have 
gained the field forever, if publie coutiment ios 
one with that to which Judge Parker gave ut- 
terance. We too, will plead for mercy—we too 
will summon ‘ all the sympathies of our nature’ 
tothe onset against the code of blood. We too 
do now declare that Justice, Mercy, and Numan 
Sympathy, all denounce the gallows, whether 
for one man ora hundred men. And the cry 
will not be in vain. The day will come when 
the gallows will go down beneath the execra- 
tions of mankind ; and of the coming of that day 
we have already had an earnest. “e 
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THE PRISONER. 


Or see in walls of stone—the prisoner’s doom — 

A soul immortal in a living tomb ; 

Shut out from all the cheering light of day, 

He wastes in solitude his life away, 

Till justice claims him as a forfeit due 

To broken law, that’s made for me and you. 

I hear him groan, I list his midnight wail, 

I see his form emaciate and pale ; 

I feel the anguish of his broken heart ; 

I see him in his restless slumbers start ; 

The dagger which his brother’s bosom prest, 

Turns back its point and seeks the murd’rer’s breast. 

Go seek the cause, ye who unmoved can see 

A fellow mortal’s soul in agony ; 

Go feast those eyes, which have no tears to shed 

When guilt subdued is to its slaughter led : 

Ask the poor inmate of your granite cell, 

Here in your midst, where he awhile must dwell. 

What raised his maniac arm to smite e’en one 

Who ne’er a deed unkind to him had done ; 

Go ask the cause ; his stricken heart will melt, 

And tell the tale of anguish it has felt ; 

’Twill speak the cause from whence his suff’rings 
flow, 

And own that Alcohol impelled the blow. 
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THE PRISON AT BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 
BY LYDIA M. CHILD. 


I went last week to Blackwell’s Island, in the 
East river, between the city and Long Island.— 
The environs of the city are unusually beautiful, 
considering how far autumn has advanced upon 
us. Frequent rains have coaxed vegetation into 
abundance, and preserved it in verdant beauty. 
The trees are hung with a profusion of vines, 
the rocks are dressed in Nature’s green velvet of 





guage it speaks is an unknown tongue. Then 
the green hills beyond look so very pleasant in 
the sunshine, with homes nestling among them, 
like dimples on a smiling face. The island it- 
self abounds with charming nooks—open wells 
in shady places, screened by large weeping wil- 
lows; garden and arbors running down to the 
river’s edge, to look at themselves in the waters ; 
and pretty boats, like white-winged birds chased 
by their shadows, and breaking the waves into 
gems, 

But man has profaned this charming retreat. 
He has brought the screech owl, the bat, and the 
vulture, into the holy temple of Nature. The 
island belongs to government; and the only 
buildings on it are the penitentiary, mad-house, 
and hospital; with a few dwellings occupied by 
those connected with those institutions. The 
discord between man and Nature never before 
struck me so painfully; yet it is wise and kind 
to place the erring and the diseased in the midst 
of such calm, bright influences. Man may curse, 
but Nature forever blesses. The guiltiest of 
her wandering children she would fain enfold 
within her arms to the friendly heart-warmth of 
a mother’s bosom. She speaks to them ever in 
the soft, low tones of earnest love; but they, 
alas, tossed on the roaring, stunning surge of 
society, forget the quiet language. 

As 1 looked up at the massive walls of the 
prison, it did my heart good to see doves nestling 
within the shelter of the deep, narrow, grated 
windows. I thought what blessed little messen- 
gers of heaven they would appear to me, if 1 
were in prison; but instantly a shadow passed 
over the sunshine of my thought. Alas, doves 
do not speak to their sculs, as they would to 
mine; for they have lost their love for childlike 
and gentle things. Zow have they lost it? So- 
ciety with Its unequal distribution, its perverted 
education, its manifold injustice, its cold neglect, 
its biting mockery, has taken from them the gifts 
of God. They are placed here, in the midst of 
green hills, and flowing streams, and cooing 
doves, after the heart is petrified against the ge- 
nial influence of all such sights and sounds. 

As usual, the organ of justice (which phrenol- 
ogists say is unusually developed in my skull) 
was roused into great activity by the sight of 
prisoners. They said,‘ Would you have them 
prey on society?’ I answered, ‘I am troubled 
that society has preyed upon them. I will, not 
enter into an argument about the right of socie- 
ty to punish these sinners ; but I say she made 
them sinners. How much I have done toward 
it, by yielding to popular prejudices, obeying 
false customs, and suppressing vital truths, I 
know not; but doubtless I have done, and am 
doing, my share. God forgive me! If He dealt 
with us, as we deal with our brother, who could 
stand before Him?’ If society does make its 
own criminals, how shall she cease to do it? It 
can be done only by a change in the structure 
of society, that will diminish the temptations to 
vice, and increase the encouragements to virtue. 
If we can abolish poverty, we shall have taken 
the greatest step toward the abolition of crime; 
and this will be the final triumph of the gospel 
of Christ. Diversities of gifts will doubtless al- 
ways exist; for the law written on spirit, as well 
as matter, is infinite variety. Bit when the 
kingdom of God comes ‘on earth, as it is in 
heaven,’ there will not be found in any corner of 
it that poverty which hardens the heart under 
the severe pressure of physical suffering, and 
stultifies the intellect with toil for mere animal 
wants. When public opinion regards wealth as 
a means, and not as an cvd, men will no longer 
deem penitentiaries a necessary evil ; for society 
will then cease to be a great school for crime. 


PARAL ASA LBA asa 


Most Horriste !—An American at Rio, writ- 
ing an account of the Brazilian slave trade, gives 
the following description of a scene on board one 
of these floating hells. 

‘ The first night after we left the east coast of 
Africa, with a cargo of about 650 blacks, a part 


moss, and from every little cleft peeps the rich | of the men got loose from their manacles, and at- 


foliage some wind scattered seed. 
itself presents a quiet loveliness of scenery, un- 


The Island | tempted to rise on the crew, (Brazilian,) but they 


being armed with muskets, and cutlasses, soon 


surpassed by anything I have ever witnessed ; | drove them below again and for some time after 
though Nature and I are old friends, and she has| they submitted and cried for quarter, continued 


shown me many of her choicest pictures, in a) 


light let in only from above. No form of grace- 
fulness can compare with the bend of flowing 
waters all round and round a verdant island.— 
The circle typifies Love ; and those who read 
the spiritual alphabet, written all over the earth, 
will see that a circle of waters must be very 
beautiful. Beautiful it is, even when the lan- 


to fire upon them and killed a good many. A 
few days after, a mock trial was had, and a num- 
ber were condemned to be executed. Accord- 
ingly some were hoisted up to the foreyard, be- 
ing two chained together and then shot dead.— 
And when two were taken out of the hold and 
only one was to die, instead of knocking the irons 


off, they took the poor fellow and chopped his foot 
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off, and so slipped the leg out,and then run him up 
to the yard-arm and shot him. In this manner, 
forty-six men and one woman were murdered! by 
these wretches in human form. And when Man- 
uel Pinto da Fonseca says the slave-trade could 
not be carried on but for the assistance of the 
American flag, it is time that something was done 
by our government to enforce the laws on this 
_ubject. 


Che Hangman. 
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Hangman Office Removed. 


THE PUBLISHING OFFICE OF THE Hanc- 
MAN IS AGAIN REMOVED TO No. 38 CorNuiLt, 
(nook store or Mr. Aset Tompkins.) As 
WE ARE NECESSARILY ABSENT MUCH OF THE 
TIME, WE HAVE THOUGHT BEST TO HAVE OUR 
BOOKS KEPT AT THE ABOVE NAMED PLACE.— 
SuBSCRIBERS WILL ALWAYS FIND SOME ONE 
THERE WHO WILL BE HAPPY TO ATTEND TO 
ANY BUSINESS RELATING TO OUR PAPER. 

Cc. & J. M. SPEAR. 


We see every day the necessity of giving a clearer 
definition of Capital Punishment. There are con- 
stantly certain persons in the community who inva- 
riably connect certain other movements with the 
Abolition of the Gallows which have no necessary 
connection with the subject. This very day we met 
with an individual who connected the subject of 
Non-Resistance, Temperance, and even Imprison- 
ment for Debt with our movement! We intend 
then to state what we mean by Capital Punishment. 
It is not whether we shall kill a criminal who is 
escaping from justice, nor whether we shall imprison 
him for life. It is not whether war is right or per- 
sonal self defence. The real question is whether it 
is right after the criminal is in our power, to go into 
his cell, and drag him forth and hang him till he is 


dead. Canital Punishment then only applies to those 
cases where the culprit is entirely within our power. 


Hence, War, the Inquisition, or th epersecutions of 
the martyrs cannot, strictly speaking, come under this 
head. 

This may be a very narrow view of this subject, 
but we believe it is just. We sincerely hope in all 
discussions of this topic, that both the friends and 
enemies will confine themselves to the main sub- 
ject. We have got a great work to do, even when 
we give the narrow definition which we have just 
named. In these days one great difficulty in carry- 
ing forward the reforms is that many mix them al- 
together, and extend their prejudices to the whole.— 
We believe that in proportion as the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment is understood, it will gain friends. 
Let us go forward then in this good work till the last 
gallows is overthrown. Cc. s. 
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OUR CAUSE IN NEW YORK. 

It will be seen by the excellent resolutions passed 
by an ecclesiastical body which we published last 
week, and by the doings of the meeting* recently held 
in the city of New York, that our friends are deter- 
mined to make an effort to abolish Capital Punish- 
ment at the next session of the Legislature. We 
wish them abundant success. We should be glad to 
accomplish the work first in the Old Bay State, but 
if our friends in the Empire State can beat us we 
shall not throw any obstacle in the way. Next week 
we shal! publish the last Report of the committee of 
the Legislature of New York upon this subject.— 
That Report was favorable to the entire abolition of 
the death punishment, but the Legislature did not 


act upon the subject. 

In a late number of the Tribune Mr. Greely makes 
the following suggestion, which may be worth con- 
sidering by our New York friends: 

‘On the last Tuesday of April next, the People of 
this State will meet in their several Wards and 
Townships to discharge some of the most important 
duties ever devolved on Freemen. There will be 
no “spoils” at stake, but something far higher and 
nobler. Each county is to choose its delegates to 
the State Constitutional Convention, and each Town 
or City is to say whether it will or will not license 
the farther sale of Intoxicating Drinks within its 
borders. These questions are totally distinct—it is 
impossible to blend or “log roll” them. The People 
meet simply to perform the gravest acts of Legisla- 
tion. We propose that, in addition to these, our 
next Legislature at an early day shal] pass an act 
submitting also separately to the People, at this im- 
portant Election, the question—“ Shall the Punish- 
ment of Death continue to be inflicted in this State ?— 
Yea,or Nay ?’ and let the laws ofour State be main- 
cained or altered in conformity with the popular de- 
cision. 

We ask an early expression of opinion on this 


—_—— 


* See proceedings in another column. 
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We have intended to make the 
proposition perfectly fair to all parties. We desire 
a public judgment upon it, unembarrassed by poli- 
tics, or any extrinsic matter. If the People say 
Hang, by a decisive majority, we will urge the ad- 
versaries of Capital Punishment to conform rigidly 
to the exisiing laws while they labor for the enlight- 
enment of the People and the consequent melioration 
of the Penal Code. Ifthey decide against Hanging, 
who will contend that the maintenance of the Gal- 
ows is desirable or likely to do good ?’ 


or Human Life. 
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TRACTS, 


Persons sometimes write to us for Tracts. They 
see some interesting speech or story in our paper.— 
They feel, perhaps, that a circulation of such a docu- 
ment would do much towards convincing their neigh- 
Lately we published a thrilling story, entitled 
‘the Murder of Henry Duval.’ Previously the cele- 
brated Speech of Lord Nugent. Both of these would 
'make excellent tracts. To those who want either 
printed, we make an offer. We will print any 
number that persons may pledge themselves to pay 
for, and we will do this simply at the first cost. 

We have already published an interesting tract 
taken from our book, which we sell at $3 per hun- 
dred. It is on the Irremmediability of Capital Pun- 
ishment, showing the number of innocent persons 
who have been executed, containing extracts from 
O’Connell’s speech upon the subject. 

But why do not those who want tracts combine 
together and subscribe? Our paper is only two cents 
a week. We have many spare numbers on hand 
that we will sell for $1 per hundred. Can they get 
tracts cheaper 2 

We have now on hand a few English tracts which 
are scarce in this country. We will sell them how- 
ever. Our friends are not aware that we have no print- 
ing office of our own, and nocapital. Let them send 
the means and we can furnish any number of tracts, 
but we cam run no more risks at present. C. 8: 


bors. 
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THE INFLUENCE OF EXECUTIONS UPON THE 
EXECUTIONER. 


We never realized to what an alarming extent the 
gallows awakened the baser passions of our natures, 
till we saw the common hangman of Canada East. 
One would suppose from what we have been told of 
good, moral, and restraining influence of public exe- 
cutions, that the common hangman would become a 
paragon of gentleness and virtue. The constant re- 
petition of the wholesome lesson, should, in a measure 
at least, tend to Christianize the character; but alas! 
these pleasing speculations received no assistance 
from the facts in this case. He was a negro; one 
who had been convicted of murder, and pardoned on 
condition of becoming the executioner. He was left 
the alternative to hang, or be hanged, and he unwise- 
ly, we think, chose the former. If before he was a 
murderer, he is now a demon, and I was told by a 
creditable informant, that his appetite for human 
blood had been so strong since he had labored in his 
profession, that he was considered unsafe ; too much 
so to go at large; so like some ferocious beast, he is 
chained that he may not commit murder ‘ contrary to 
law.’ He gluts with fiendish joy over the prospects 
ofa hanging. If he can get access to the condemned 
culprit before the fatal day, he will anticipate the 
pleasure of the event, by telling the criminal how 
gladly he shall swing him from the scaffold, how he 
shall fix the halter, and of the snapofhis neck, which 
to him is music. He lives in the prison and travels 
wherever there is work for him to do in company 
with the sheriff. 

We trust the moral of this true history will not be 
lost upon any of our hangmen; witness the debase-: 
ment, the brutalizing effect of your trade, and as you 
love your soul, leave off the bloody work. To the 
friends of the time honored gallows, we specially 
commend the foregoing, and then settle the question 
with your conscience, whether, as a man, or as a 
Christian, you can longer support the bloody and re- 
vongeful law which claims blood for blood. H. 


™ ‘ LDL DVL VWI SWI POI IF II IOI 


FORGIVENESS—J. B. GOUGH—E. H. CHAPIN, 


Searcely have we taken a newspaper into our 
'hands within a few weeks without seeing therein the 
| name of J. B. Goven. We have long felt that Mr. 
| Gough was placed in the most dangerous position in 





society. Few men, especially young men, can bear 
perpetual flattery and uninterrupted success. It is so 
with the Washingtonian as well as others. Deeply 


engaged as we have been from the commencement 
of the Washingtonian movement unto the present 
hour, we have observed the course pursued by the re- 
formed inebriate with the greatest interest. And we 
have seen that in those instances where they have 
been very popular, have devoted all their time to lec- 
turing, and have lived in a state of perpetual excite- 
meni, there has been the most danger. Surrounded 
by temptation, Mr. Gough, in an evil hour may have 
fallen. But what ifhe has? Shall he be forsaken? 
Oh no! Heisa man, a brother, a child of God.— 








head from all who take an interest in Government { The editor of the Symbol, (Rev. E. H. Chapin) beau- 


tifully says: 

‘Take him by the hand, and lift him up! Put the 
ring on that hand, and shoes on his feet, and bid him 
God-speed once more. He has only proved what he 
has so often described. Every word he has uttered in 
favor of temperance is made doubly true. Every 
evil that he has ascribed to appetite is more vividly 
seen. Still stronger cause has heto hate Intemper- 
ance—with redoubled energy may he battle against 
it, the energy of increased wrong and of new shame. 
Do we, therefore, approve what he has done? Do we 
excuse him if he has been guilty ? Do we make his 
falla light thing? Make that falla light thing ‘— 
Mark that anguish, that sense of broken resolution, 
that fear of lost respectability, those terrors within 
and without—and see how light athingit is. But 
his guilt is between him and his God. Our part is 
not tocondemn, but to pity and forgive. Wehave no 
right to condemn. ‘We know what is done—we 
do not know what has been resisted.” When shall 
we have a nobler, a Christian charity in the world, 
that shall not harshly judge other men, that shall 
compute their temptations, that shall cause each to 
realize his own opportunities and to feel his own 
weakness ? Away with that harsh and mean spirit 
that sneers at another’s downfall, that cries out “ hy- 
pocrisy, and gross sin’—that denounces without 
knowledge! And let us have more of that spirit that 
forgives until seventy times seven—that knows no 
exhaustion of forbearance and of kindness. Better 
is it to heal than to crush. The shattered harp shall 
not be cast away, but, re-strung and re-tuned, shall 
yet bless and win by its melody, swelling, perhaps, 
with a sadder, yet witha nobler and stronger tone be- 
cause of its trial. 

And as for the Temperance Cause, that cannot fall 
or fail. It is of God! Let us not depend too much 
upon men, and, if we have done so, humble ourselves 
before Heaven, acknowledge our fault, and then rise, 
go forward and labor. The redeemed of the past are 
earnests of the future. The goodness of the cause is 
its pledge of success. Through trial and effort, aided 
by God’s Right Hand, it moves on to certain and per- 
manent victory.’ 


MEETING FOR THE URGING THE ABOLITION OF 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Delegates appointed toattend the National Convention— 
Speech of R. N. Morrison—Resolutions offered by Rev. 
W. 8S. Balch—Rev. T. B. Thayer—Address by Hor- 
ace Greeley. 


The friends of the measure met last night, at the 
Lyceum, and quite a number were gathered together 
—a goodly proportion of them were ladies, and a good 
deal of enthusiasm was manifested on the occasion. 
The business of the meeting was opened by Vice 
Chancellor T. McCoun, who stated the object of their 
assemblage, and said that some of the gentlemen pre- 
sent would offer some remarks, and also resolutions, 
which he hoped would bring the matter to a more 
definite point with the Legislatures of the different 
States. : 

A committee of three was then appointed to select 
delegates to attend the National Convention, which 
was to be held in Philadelphia on the 12th proximo. 

Mr. Roperick N. Morrison then addressed the 
meeting, and detailed the action of the last Legisla- 
ture (of which he was a member) on the subject now 
under consideration. He stated that a number of 
petitions for the Abolition of Capital Punishment had 
been presented, chiefly from the western part of the 
State. A bill had been prepared and referred to a se- 
lect committee of five, of which he was a member, 
and that with but one dissenting voice, they had re- 
commended the adoption of the Bill. He then read 
the report of the committee on this subject, which 
was highly favorable to it, and went over much the 
same arguments that this party always adduce—it 
bore pretty hard on the old Mosaic law, and contend- 
ed that that law had been repealed by the mild and 
christian like tenets inculeated by our Saviour. It 
also adduced Franklin and Livingston’s opinions on 
the impropriety of Capital Punishment, and couclud- 
ed by recommending the putting some restraint on the 
pardoning power of the Governor in case it should be- 
come a law. Mr. M. stated that the report was 
heard by the House with much interest and general 
favor, but as it was near the close of the session, and 
there was no prospect of its passing both Houses at 
that late hour, the bill was not passed. But, he con- 
tinued, a general feeling had been awakened, and all 
that was necessary was to keep the subject before the 
people; and spoke at some length on the necessity of 
agitating the measure, and believed if it was pursued 
with earnestness, that it would succeed. 

Mr. Batcu then offered the following resolutions, 
(which we have condensed)—That it is the firm and 
settled conviction of the meeting that the punishment 
of death is inconsistent with the benevolent spirit of 
the age, and that it is the duty of every one to use his 
endeavors to put an end to it. That the time has ar- 
rived which demands vigorous efforts of the friends of 
the movement, and that most efficient measures 
should be forthwith taken to bring the subject before 
the people of this State by means of lectures, dis- 
cussions, circulation of documents, &c., &c. Also, 
by means of petitions to legislatures to take immedi- 
ate measures as early as possible. That the circula- 
tion of facts being essential, that we recommend the 
publication, in cheap form, for general distribution, of 
the able Report of John O’Sullivan, Esq., and 
other works advocating the same measures. That 
as funds are necessary for carrying out this object, 
the friends of the cause are requested to 
come forward to the Executive Committee and give 
such sums as they may wish to appropriate to this 
purpose, for which they shall have forwarded to them 
an equivalent in these documents, at cost price, and 
that these resolutions, accompanied by a circular 
from the Executive Committee, be printed and for- 
warded to all the known active friends of this reform 
in the State, and that editors be requested to publish 
the same. 

These resolutions were seconded in a somewhat 





lengthy speech by Rev. Mr. Thayer, who was suc. 
ceeded by Mr. Balch, who proposed taking up a co}. 
lection, which was done. 

A report was then received from the committee of 
three, who had named the following delegates to 
Philadelphia for the National Convention on 12h 
proximo. W. T. McCoun, Horace Greeley, B. Ellis, 
J. Harson, O. Johnson, Rey. W. Balch, J. G. McAd. 
am, J. T. Hopper, Rev. S. J. May, W. A. Conant, 
S. Howard, Rev. T. B. Thayer, Freeman Hunt, W, 
B. Burbank, F. C. Havemeyer, J. B. Scott, R. N, 
Morrison. 

Horace GREELEY, then addressed the meeting and 
said, thatthe world was apparently made for the 
strong and cunning more than for the feeble ; the 
poor, sinful and suffering, are by our laws, habits and 
ideas held to be fair game for legislation and punish. 
ment. The world has spent more than two thirds 
that could be racked from misery in massacring man. 
kind by warfare, famine, &c., andso they have gone 
on. ‘Tiil Waterloo, carnage was the chief employ. 
ment of the minds of the human race. A poor wretch! 
mankind say he is good for nothing else, hang him, 
If this were the end of it, we might say they were 
well out of their misery, let them go! but experience 
shows that the diseases of crime become epidemic, 
and they rage. He went onto speak of the various 
instances of people returning from witnessing execu- 
tions and judicial vengeance to their homes, to have 
a little private vengeance on their own account.— 
He thought the resolutions were good, but that it 
would be better to ask the legislature to submit it to 
the people as early as a calm judgment could be ob- 
tained on it. He also urged the circulation of docu. 
ments. Mr. McAdam and several others followed 
Mr. Greeley, when the meeting adjourned. 

The Tribune says, in addition to the above, which 
we take from the New York Herald, that, 

Mr.————- then alluded to the two unfortunate 
men under sentence of death at Delhi, and presented 
petitions to Gov. Wright for a commutation of their 
sentence, which were numerously signed. 

Mr. Batcu was appointed Corresponding Secretary 
in the absence of Mr. O'Sullivan. 

Mr. Greevey then stated that Rev. Mr. Stetson 
and Rev. John Pierpont was expected here this week: 
He moved that the Executive Committee be instruct- 
ed to cal! another meeting on this subject as soon as 
expedient. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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From the Christian World. 


ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY, 


The late meeting in Boston—Society for the Abolition of 
Capilal Punishment—Canada and England—Th 
* Hangman.’ 


The friends of this cause had a meeting on 
October ord. It was nota full one. The neighboring 
Liberty Convention was the Aaron rod of the day and 
night, and nearly swallowed up all others. It was a 
week of voluntary meetings of reform. The young 
men held a Temperance Convention during th 
ume. 

The Society named for the object at the head, have 
entered upon this labor, in the tullest faith of its final 
triumph. They see already what it has done in 
America, and throughout the civilized world. In eyv- 
ery nation the number of capital offences is diminisb- 
ing. In Canada, where the number was 160, it is 
now but one! In England, the change is as remark- 
able, and more, the condition of the pena! Codes is 
now deeply engaging the attention of the Crown, of 
Parliament, and of the people. Look where you will, 
in every place the ancient cruelty of law is relaxing. 
Legal authority is losing power. Men are engaged 
to reach it unto its very depths. They have resolved 
: a secure life and property, not endanger hourly, 
both. 

This Society acts because it believes the death pen- 
alty a wrong. It believes that it is man’s duty to 
work for the remedy of all wrong. It acts because it 
would secure the widest and best social safety and 
happiness, It knows from the record, from true his- 
tory, that man-killing in every form of it, endangers 
the public safety, and puts individuai security in 
hourly jeopardy. It Anows that both God and Christ, 
and human reason, and human conscience, each and 
all deny to man the right to take his brother's life. 
It asserts with Jesus, that it is Christianity’s great 
and sole mission, to save life, not to hill. 

This work commends itself to the public favor, the 

public patronage. Abolish the gallows and see at 
once how public duty declares itself. - That duty de- 
clares tbat the people is, and shall be responsible 
for the public order, and for personal safety. It de- 
clares that society shall see to it that motive for crime 
is taken away by its jealous care for each and for al! 
its members; and that the occasion of crime shal! be 
removed in the rule of the sentiment of the brother- 
hood of man. Love takes in such society the place of 
hate, Care takes the place of the old, and of the pre- 
sent neglect. A new life lives in society, and a bless- 
ing comes out of all its agencies. 
_ This Society aims to accomplish its work by meet- 
ings and by writings, and by consistent lives. Two 
individuals of its number, Messrs. C. and J. M. 
Spear, publish every week a paper called the ‘ Hanc- 
MAN,’ Which is filled with facts, essays, historical 
documents, all bearing on this subject, the abolition 
ofthe Death Penalty. These friends of man give 
their lives to the aeik, They publish their paper on 
their own responsibility, and I learn are in debt for 
it. The price is small, one dollar a year only, and 
is nothing when compared with the great fund of 
information the paper contains. Is it saying too 
much to the friends of humanity, to request them to 
aid these men in their honorable labors? The 
cause is advancing over Europe, and at home should 
we not do something to give to it a speedy triumph ? 
Let its friends subscribe to the only paper devoted to 
its interests, and hasten on the day which the civil- 
ized world will welcome. 
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~HANGMAN, 
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Millville—- Hopkinton—-Norton— Weymonth 
and South Hingham. 


Ihave visited the above-named towns within a 
few weeks to arouse the attention of the inhabitants 
thereof to the wrong they are doing in continuing the 
barbarous practice of hanging their brethren for 
crime, and have endeavored, as far as my feeble 
powers would permit, to show them ‘a more excel- 
lent way’ of treating the criminal. In all these 
towns I was kindly received by our friends, and 
something was done to ‘help the cause along.’ I 
shall soon visit other towns, and doubt not that I 
shall be assisted by the friends of the prisoner. 

J. Me S&S 


Surerstition.-—It is said that the rope with which 
aman was hanged lately in Eagland, was eagerly 
sought afier by persons who believed it would cure 
fits and the king’s evil. A shilling was given for 
the smallest bit... We do not believe thac the rope, 
or any thing that belongs to the gallows, will ‘cure 
the King’s evil,’ or any other evil, either in this 
world or that which istocome. There is a much 
better remedy for the removal of evil than the halter, 
and that is the balm of Gilead, the leaves of which 
are for ‘the healing of the nations.’ As long as we 
eudeavor to cure evil with the halter, the people will! 
be like the woman in the gospel who was ‘ nothing 
bettered, but rather grew worse.’ 





Senators anv Representatives.—As the friend® 
of the Abolition of Capital Punishment we care not 
to inquire whether those who are aiding us are | 
Whigs or Democrats, or whether they belong to any 
party or not; but we do ardently desire that those 
who vote should be careful to inquire whether those 
they elect be friendly or are opposed to Capital Pun- 
We do not ourselves belong to either of 
the political parties. interest in 
promoting one than we have in aiding the other.— 
When the public sentiment is sufficiently enlightened 
t, we shall have right legislation. 


ishment. 
We have no more 


upon this subjec 


jWritren for the Hangman. 
LAW OF MOSES, 


Respectfully dedicated to those Christians who are 
now living under the Mosaic dispensation. 


BY AGNES AMANDA HUSS. 


Up, up with your standard— 
Rear, rearit on high,— 

No mercy for sinners, 

An eye for an eye. 

From pulpit declare it— 
From rostrum proclaim 

The sinner shall rue it— 
Forgiveness ne’er name. 


In the record forsooth 
Pen’d by the Most High, 
Is ‘ tooth for a tooth,’ 

Is ‘eye for an eye.’ 

Who doubts it, can read it, 
Who questions, look there 
And hear the bold edict 
From Sinai declare. 


Then come and submit to 

The Mosaic creed, 

To Jesus’ dull teachings 

We'll never give heed,— 

And if the poor widow 

On Sunday picks wood, 

We’ll ‘stone herto death’— 

The law says, ’tis good. 
Groton, Mass., Oct. Ist, 1845. 


Ss Pes 


Errect oF THE GaLttows.—I say then, down with 
the gallows, as it has been proved only to produce 
crime. Above all, do not look for its argument in the 
fact that it has not made men better. Do not look to 
its salutariness as example, for its continuance a day 
longer. What right has the individual or the State 
tomake an example of my brother in this wise, and 
to ensure the effect, to hang him by the neck high in 
air, that all men, and women, aad children may see 
him, and die, and ‘not live?’ But the victim of the 
law now-a-days is hung in the jail yard, with no more 
Witnesses than are enough to attesttothe fact. Why 
then kill the man atall? Is it not a grave reflection 
on your criminal law, that its execution must be se- 
cret? Is it wise to keep that in being, which we 
must leave to the imagination, and not trust to the 
sense? Who or what is made better by it? The 
clergy are there, and sois the hangman, and in a late 
execution in a neighboring State, a father and son, the 
survivors of a murdered mother and wife. Did these, 
or any of them, goto the jail-yard hanging, to be 
made better? Itrow not. Did they go away—the 
relatives—happier that they saw the murderer killed ? 
Resentment is a natural, worthy sentiment. It is the 
apprehension of wrong received, and is without sin. 
But let it lead to act, and because of the wrong done, 
and it becomes revenge, and this is sin. It is of the 
devil. It kills the sentiment which was just and right, 
and gives place only to the hellish.—( Boston) Chris- 
tian World. 


PS PPPS IYO 


(Census or Boston.—The new census is now 
completed, and will comprise about 120,000 inhabi- 
tants. In 1849 it was 93,333. Increase 26,617, or 
about 25 per cent. 





CORRECTIONS. 


The New York Tribune of Wednesday says: 

OG “Tue Prisoner’s Frienp; Devoted to the 
Discussion of Capital Punishment and the Reformation 
of the Criminal,” is the new title of the periodical 
hitherto issued as * The Hangman,’ by Charles and 
John M. Spear, Boston. It will henceforth be issued 
from 38 Cornhill, (Tompkins’s Bookstore) Boston— 
monthly at 25cts. per annum.—lIt is able and faith- 
ful. Will not the opponents of Capital Punishment 
unite in taking at least One Dollar's Worth at each 
Post Office? Say, friends of Humanity in every 
State! what are you doing to rid the world of legal 
bloodshed ? 

There are two mistakes in the above. Ist. The 
Prisoner’s Frienp will be published weekly, instead 
of monthly. 2d. The terms of the paper will be 
One Dollar a year, instead of 25 cents, as the Tribune 
says. There will be nochange in the paper except 
in thename. The objects of it will be the same as 
heretofore, excepting that we may devote more at- 
tention to the prisoner. 

The Boston Eagle and the Bee say the Hangman is 
suspended. This is not true. We are not in favor of 
suspending the Hangman. The name of the paper 
only will be changed as soon as we can make the ne- 
cessary arrangements. 


Seren <3 ee eee Veen 


THREE MORE TO BE ExEcUTED!—By turning to 
our list of persons under sentence of death it will be 
seen that we have put there the names of three more of 
our brothers who are sentenced to be hung. They killed 
one man, and the Strate intends to kill three! Will 
that help the matter in the least? We think not. 
Two other men are now in custody charged with 
this murder. hey are now 
Their names are Birch and 


being concerned in 
awaiting their trial. 
Baxter. 

Two others have been hung, without judge or jury, 
concerned in the murder of the same man. 


Tyee eee 


Boots anp Suoes.—Reader, do you wish to pur- 
chase a good pair of boots or shoes, if so, callon Sam- 
vet Coox, who has just opened a store for the sale of 
these useful and necessary articles at 46 Cambridge 
street, corner of Hancock, and we can assure you 
that you will there find a man to deal with who loves 
his brother, and who, of course, will tell you the 
truth. 


ALL SORTS. 


Anrcpote.—Norbury, the greatest tyrant judge of 
the age, was remarkable after passing sentence of 
death on a criminal, to offer up a very impressive 
prayer for the repose of his soul. On one occasion, 
in Dublin, after passing sentence on a_ blacksmith, 
named Sullivan, he was going on with the usual 
prayer, when Sullivan looked him sternly in the face 
and said: ‘* My lord, I thank you; but 1 never knew 
a man to have a day’s luck after your prayer for him.’ 
Norbury, who was not only fond of wit, but highly 
appreciated it, recommended Sullivan to mercy, and 
the penalty was changed to transportation. 


‘Pr insanity.—In Italy there is one insane man to 
4.879; in France, one to 1000; Wales, one to 800; 
England, one to 862 ; Scotland, one to 574; Russia, 
one to 666; United States, one to 500. Among the 
Chinese, insanity is a thing almost unknown, a gen- 
tleman traveling there only heard of one case. 


[Pinsaniry my THE United States.—The Amer- 
ican Journal of Insanity states that there are 23 asy- 
lums for the insane in the United States, containing 
two thousand seven hundred and sixty-three patients. 
Rhode Island and New Jersey are building asylums. 
Delaware, North Carolina, Louisiana, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Missouri, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Arkansas, are destitute of any such establishments. 


(FCrapiinec.—A farmer of Charlestown, Va., 
lately returned to his house after cradling five 
acres of wheat, and found his wife nad cradled an 
infant. 

{Children will be active, and it is highly impor- 
tant that they be early taught that they may be useful 
in the world, that like the ant, the bee, and the bea- 
ver, they may early acquire habits of industry. 


** The path 
That leads to infamy and death, with flowers 
Of rare perfume will oft be strew’d, to draw 
Thy purity away. Thesyren voice 
Upon the evening air—and peacefulness 
Will mark the step of those who plot thy fall, 
Thou must not go. That principle within 
Will keep thee in the right, if thou wilt. ask 
Guidance continually of heaven. Live near 
To God. The daily prayer from broken hearts 
Will penetrate the skies.”’ 


(The population of Rochester is 25,207. 
1840 it was 20,191. Increase in five years, 5016. 


(CA cheerful handsome boy from the country, in 
New York, got tired while walking through the hot 
streets, and taking off his thick, heavy shoes, set them 
carefully beside his clumped stick and laid himself 
down on an iron grating in William-street—his head 
on his cap and his face sunward—and slept peaceably 
and well, undisturbed by the noise and rush of the 
tramplingcrowd. Many a hard, stern face corrugat- 
ed with care, grew mild and expanded into a kindly 
smile at the sight of this brave boy sleeping securely 
with his wealth of new shoes unsuspectingly beside 
him, just as if all the world were honest. Poor boy! 
there is not a rogue in this great, wicked City as 
would have dared to rob thee.—N. Y. Tribune. 


(cr Rev. Charles Spear continues to publish the 
Hangman at Boston, Mass., once a week at $1,00 per 


In 


annum; to which 25 cents will be added for every | 
three months delay of payment. Subscriptions will 
be received for three months. 

The Hangman discusses the question of legalized 
murder thoroughly, and we think no man can con- 
tinue to read it, for any length of time, without be- 
coming a thorough going Anti-hangman. No where, 
else, can such a mass of evidence in favor of over-| 
coming evil with good, be found.—Alphadelphia Toc- 
sin. 

(G-Eugene Sue, the author of the ‘ Wandering 
Jew,’ has been excommunicated by the Archbishop of 
Lyons, primate of France. 


(-Drunkarps Frorsip TO Marry.—The Govern- 
ment of Waldek, in Germany, has prohibited the 1ts- 
suing of a marriage license to persons of intemperate 
habits. 

Shall we whose souls are lighted, 
With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we to men benighted, 


The lamp of life deny ? 


(CP Which is the cheapest, to hire a room and buy a 
library, and organize a school for poor children—or 
pay the damage which such a troop of vagabonds will 
in a few years inflict on society ? 

(The road ambition travels is too narrow for 
friendship, too crooked for love, too rugged for honesty, 
too dark for science. 

{>To Voune Lapies.—Marry a man for his good 
sense, amiable temper, his sound morals, his habits 
of industry, and economy, and you will then have a 
good husband. ‘ 

{Milton Bramen, of Hamilton, Madison county; 
N. Y., has been indicted for the murder of his for- 
mer wife, by administering arsenic to her. In less 
thana month after her decease, he married a Miss 
| Green, of Madison. This and other circumstances 
| exciting suspicion, the body of the deceased woman 
was disinterred, and arsenic was found in her sto- 
mach. 

(Mentat Apsence.—A man intending to join 
atotal abstinence society, went and joined a church. 
He discovered his error when he was called upon to 
drink wine at the communion table. 

(FP Arzany is tobe lighted with gas. The pipes 
have Been laid through nearly four miles of the 
streets. 

(>There were lately preached in London, on the 
same Sabbath, one hundred and ten sermons on the 
subject of Peace. 


CER ee 
Under Sentence of Death! 





ILLINOIS! Joun Lone, Rosert Lone and 
Youne, for the murder of Col. Daven- 
port, of Rock Island. 

MARYLAND! Ww». Wuee ter, a slave, 
| for engaging in an insurrection. 
execution unknown. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 
1843. 
1845. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. 
Now confined in the Tombs, N.Y. City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 


NEW YORK! ‘Titer, for the murder 
of John Covert, at Whitehall. Time of exe- 
cution not known. 

Joun Van Sreenserc and Epwarp O’Coy- 
NER, for the murder of Osman N. Steele, a 
Sheriff of Delaware County. Time of exe- 
cution November 29th, 1845. 


VERMONT! Eveene Cuirrorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. 


The law is now that there shall be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 
criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
Executive. 


MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
Now confined at hard labor fn the State Pri- 
son. ‘Time of execution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed 


till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 








PENNSYLVANIA! ~~ Francis Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. ‘To be kung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 

Janez Boyp, for the murder of Wesley 
Patton. Time of execution Nov. 21st., 1845. 

LOUISIANA!  Pautine, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 

SaMvEL Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- 
min W. Wait in New Orleans. Time of ex- 
ecution not appointed. 

IOWA! Wm. McCautey, for the murder 


of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and_ infant 
daughter. 


Time of 


Time of execution November 12th, | 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


} 











Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but 
in consequence of some informality in sentencing 
him, the execution was postponed and the case is to 
be taken to the Supreme Court on a writ of error. 

(Executions are now private in the following 
states: Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 











‘TINGS, LECTURES, at. 
v promoting the Jibolition 
1 Punishment. 


ting of this Society, will be 
held in the Chinese Saloon in the city of Philadelphia 
on Wednesday, November 12th, at 71-2 P.M. A 
general attendance of the friends of the cause is par- 
ticularly requested. 
GEORGE M. DALLAS, 
President. 


] ™ P . ~~ ° 
Rosert Rantout, IJt.,) pico Presidents. 


Wirtium T. McCovun, 
Henry S. Patterson, Secretary. 


Philadelphia Society for promoting the Abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment. 


The annual meeting of this Society, will be held 
on Tvespay, the 11th of November next, the hour 
and place of meeting to be made known in the news- 
papers of the day. A general attendance of citizens 
of other counties, favorable to the measure, is earn- 
estly requested, inasmuch as one of the principal 
objects of the meeting is to extend the agitation of 
this question over all parts of the State. 

HENRY 8. PATTERSON, 
President. 
Jeux Bocvian. | Vice Presidents 
Joun AsuTon, Jr., 
Secretary. 


Rects. to weel: ending October 24. 


J. Evans 62c—J. Washburn, jr., 38—Dr. O. J. 
Martin, i8—W. Fearing, 25ec—Wm. Torrey, 50c— 
A. Kelsey, 25e—C. Wilder, 1—Grace A. Jacobs, 25c 
—J. Lane, 46e—H. Downing, 25c—E. Hunt, 50c— 
C. F. Eaton, 2—T. F. Bassett, 50e.—C. K. Holder, 
25c-—-Wm. Adams, 1—A. Hayward, 60e—N. Moore, 
25e—Thomas Pray, 1—J. Hollis 25e—H. C. Wilder, 
I. 

QuINcyY. 
K. B. Merritt, 25e—O. M. Pope, 50e-—Wm. Parker, 
jr., 1—A. Wright, 50e—John Borner, 25ec—Thomas 
White, 50e—C. Keating, 25e—George Follett, 25e— 
E. A. Newton, 25c—J. Clapp, 25c—S. Harrington, 
25e—Wm. Nash, 1—J_ Lovell, 1—J. Rogers, Boon- 
ville, N. Y., 25c. 








MARRIED: 


In this city, at the Kings Chapel, on Monday, 20th 
inst., by thefRev. J F. Clarke, Mr Henry Lee, Jr. to 
Miss Elizabeth Perkins, daughter of Samuel Cabot, 
Esq. 

In Charlestown, 22d inst., Mr Frank A. Hall to Miss 
Caroline, daughter of Richard Frothingham, Esq., 
both of C. 

In Northampton, 16th inst., Mr J. Augustus Barr, of 
Boston, to Miss Elizabeth W. Hunt. 

In Portsmouth, 13th inst., Captain Pearce W. Pen- 
hallow to Miss Elizabeth W. P., daughter of John N, 
Sherburne, Esq. 





DIED: 


In this city, 22d inst, Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of 
Mr. C. Woodbury, 5 years 8 mos. 

In East Cambridge, 22d inst., George H. son of Mr 
H. W. Wellington, | year. 

In Medford, 20th inst., Capt. John King, 72. 








Essays on the Punishment of Death. 
By CuHartes Spear. 


Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 621-2 cts. 
rP.HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In prepar- 
ing the work the author had access to many valuable 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter em- 
bodying O’CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 

Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union : 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to have 
been accomplished before. 

This work has passed through twelve editions in 
about a year. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

_‘Ifany man can read these Essays and not be cone 
vineed that legal killing has incited to four murders 
for every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to us 
be steeled against the force of evidence, and the fear 
of shedding innocent blood. We hope this book will 
be widely circulated, though the author, being poor 
publishes his book himself, and goes about to sell it as 
he can, which will retard its dissemination. The 
facts here industriously collected—tbe recorded opin- 
ions of Beccaria, Blackstone, Montesquieu, Franklin 
Rush, Smollett, Lafayette, Channing, Edward Liv, 
ingston, O’Connell, &c.,—are alone worth double the 
cost of the volume. ‘To the more general reader. this 
work must be more interesting, than the freshest novel 
can be—so various and thrilling are its incidenta] por- 
traitures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.’ 
York Tribune. 

‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject ; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg. 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 
should be stricken frem the stature books of every gov 
ernment whose laws are professedly based upon the 
ethics of Christ.’—Hunt’s Merchant’s Magazine, N. Y 

Published and sold by the author, and by his agents. 
Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. Briggs, 403 
Washington Street, where also subscriptions for the 
Hangman will be received, and single numbers sold, 
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PRISONERS’ EVENING WYN. 


BY FELICIA HEMANS. 
We see no more in thy pure skies, 
How soft, O God! the sunset dies : 
How every color’d hill and wood 
Seems melting in the golden flood : 
Yet, by the precious memories won 
From bright hours now forever gone, 
Father! o’er all thy works, we know, 
Thou still art shedding beauty’s glow ; 
Still touching every cloud and tree 
With glory, eloquent with Thee ; 
Still feeding all thy flowers with light, 
Though man hath barr’d it from our sight. 
We know Thou reign’st, the Unchanging One, th’ All 
Just ! 
And bless Thee still with free and boundless trust ! 


We read nomore, O God! thy ways 

On earth, inthese wild evil days, 

The red sword in the oppressor’s hand 

Is ruler of the weeping land ; 

Fallen are the faithful and the pure, 

No shrine is spared, no hearth secure, 

Yet, by the deep voice from the past, 

Which tells us these things cannot last— 

And by the hope which finds no ark, 

Save in thy breast, when storms grow dark— 

We trust thee !—-As the sailor knows 

That in its place of bright repose 

His pole-star burns, though mist and cloud 

May veilit with a midnight shroud. 
We know thou reign’st !—A!! Holy One, All Just ' 
And bless Thee still with love’s own boundless trust. 


We feel no more that aid is nigh, 

When our faint hearts within us die. 

We suffer—and we know our doom 

Must be one suffering till the tomb. 

Vet, by the anguish of thy Son 

When his last hour came darkly on— 

By his dread cry, the air which rent 

In terror of abandonment— 

And by his parting word, which rose, 

We know that Thou mayst wound, mayst break 

The spirit, but wilt ne’er forsake ! 

Sad suppliants whom our brethren spurn, 

In our deep need to ‘Thee we turn ! 
To whom but Thee ?—All Merciful, All Just! 
In life, in death, we yield Thee boundless trust. 


MADAME TIQUET, 


THE MURDERESS. 


Her Fortune. 


This lady was the daughter of Monsieur Caro- 
line, a bookseller at Metz, who was so fortunate 
in trade, that he left behind him a million of 
livres, or £50,000. She lost her father when 
she was but fifteen years old, having none to 
share with her this great fortune except a younger 
brother. Her person was in every respect love- 
ly; she had a fine face, attractive eyes, a majes- 
tic look, fine air, tall in stature, and exactly 
shaped. Her natural qualifications were shining, 
and they had received all the embellishments 
which could be derived from education. Thus 
accomplished, her only fault seemed to be a 
haughtiness in behavior, and an arrogance in 
words which did not become her birth. 


Her Husband. 


Among her numerous admirers was M. Tiquet, 
counsellor of parliament. He might in all prob- 
ability have sighed with a train of hopeless 
lovers, if he had not made use of art in love, as 
well as in law; he practised on an aunt, who 
had a great ascendancy over his fair mistress; 
and by a present of 4000 livres, so effectually 
persuaded her of his passion, that she was con- 
tinually speaking to her niece in his praise.— 
Having observed in the young lady herself an 
extravagant fondness for magnificence and ex- 
pense, he one day took an opportunity of pre- 
senting her a fine nosegay of flowers, intermixed 
with diamonds, to the value of 15,000 livres.— 
These dazzled her eyes, and wounded her heart ; 
that is to say, they induced her to prefer M. Ti- 
quet to the rest of her lovers, because she look- 
ed upon him to be the most rich and generous 
of them all. 

The aunt improved the kind sentiments she 
entertained for this gentleman, while he, on the 
other hand, never examined the temper or quali- 
ties of his mistress, but believing all things a- 
bout her were as fair as her person, resolved at 
all events to marry her, if he could gain her 
consent. Assiduities like these are seldom con- 
tinued long, without producing their effect ; the 
lady was nof more inexorable than the rest of 
her sex; her aunt's lectures, and M. Tiquet’s 
presents at length subdued her heart, or to speak 
more properly, procured her hand, which with 
great seeming tenderness, she gave to M. Tiquet. 

The first month of their marriage was full of 
smiles, and overflowed with joys; the lady was 
delighted with her husband; M. Tiquet, spoke 
in raptures of his wife, and to crown all, she 
brought him at one birth a son and daughter, to 
be pledges of their love. 


Her Extravagance. 


But this marriage, concluded without consid- 
eration, little answered the expectations of either 


THE HANGMAN. 


f 


of the parties, Madame Tiquet thought of noth- 
‘ing but her husband’s riches, and how she might 
| waste them in subserviency to her pleasures.— 
The counsellor was so taken up with the beauty 
and fortune of his wife, that he made no question 
of her virtue, which to his cost, be found al- 
terwards was a point he ought to have consid- 
ered. ‘The loverthought his mistress rich ; thus 
far he was right. His mistress thought the 
same of him; in this she was wrong. Hete laid 
the source of their misfortunes. 

The happy days over the excessive expenses 
of Madame ‘Viquet obliged her husband to en- 
deavor to set some bounds to them, though a- 
gainst his will. The Sieur Mongeorge, captain 
in the guards, a person, who had all the quali- 
ities of a fine gentleman, so dazzled the eyes of 
|Madame that her husband soon appeared odious. 
The jealousy of her husband only increased in 
Madame ‘Tiquet the aversion she had conceived. 





Resolves to have her Husband Murdered. 


M. Tiquet was over head and ears in debt, 
and his debts were increased by the expenses 
he had incurred by his marriage. He was now 
exposed to the pursuit of his creditors, who, as 
is usual in such cases, were for being paid all at 
once. This circumstance, added to his con- 
stantly watching his wife’s steps, raised her ha- 
tred to such a pitch that it turned at Jast to fury, 
and she resolved to have him assassinated.— 
She had some knowledge of a vile character, one 
Augustus Cattelain, who used to attend strangers 
while they stopped at Paris. To this man she 
gave a considerable sum of money, and prom- 
ised him more in case he would take upon him 
to be the minister of her vengeance. She gained 
her husband’s porter by the same means. They 
took their measures wrong, and missed striking 
the blow aimed at M. Tiquet, as he came home 
one evening, notwithstanding they had drawn in 
several persons to way-lay him. 

Madame Tiquet still persisted; she gave the 
porter and Cattalain a farther sum of money, to 
bury in oblivion the past; giving them to under- 
stand in the meantime, that it might cost them 
their lives if they spoke of it. M. Tiquet, who 
suspected that his porter favored his wife’s 
commerce with the Sieur de Mongeorge, dis- 
charged him and took care of the key himself. 
He kept his door always shut till night, and no 
one could get in without speaking to him.— 
When he went out in the evening, he carried it 
in his pocket, and when he went to bed, he put 
it under his pillow. Monsieur and Madame Ti- 
quet had by this time separate beds and separate 
apartments, so that they never saw each other 
but at table. 

For three years together they lived in this 
manner, preserving constantly a sullen silence ; 
their behavior, however, being of such a nature, 
that these mute senses sometimes conveyed as 
strong ideas as if there had been a great deal of 
noise between them. In this space she gave 
directions toa valet-de-chambre of her husband’s 
to carry him a porringer of broth, which was 
poisoned. The fellow suspecting, made a false 
step, and threw it down; he afterwards desired 
leave to quit his service, and as soon as he left 
the house he made no secret of the iniquitous 
aflair he had discovered. This irritated the lady 
so much, that she determined with herself to 
find out a short remedy by recurring to her first 
project. She opened her scheme on this head 
to her porter, and directed him to find persons 
who would execute it. 


Her Husband is wounded. 


It happened that M. Tiquet went to pay a 
visit to a neighbor of his, one Madame de Ville- 
mur, and staid there pretty late. His servants 
sitting up for him, heard several pistol shots in 
the street before the door; upon which, run- 
ning out in a hurry, they found their master as- 
sassinated, and weltering in his blood. When 
they came to histassistance he desired that they 
would carry him back to Madame de Villemur’s, 
which was done; his domestics then went to 
acquaint their lady. She pretending great sur- 
prise, went immediately to the house where he 
was, to inquire how he did, but that was all she 
could do; for he having earnestly desired that 
she might not enter the room where he was, she 
was constrained to go back without seeing him, 
jae which she affected some concern. He _ had 
} 
| 





received three wounds, but none of them were 
mortal. 

The commissary of that quarter of the town 
came to see and examine M. Tiquet, as soon as 
his wounds were dressed. The first question 
asked was, ‘what enemies have you?” The 
poor gentleman answered, ‘I know of none ex- 
cept my wife.’ This answer confirmed the sus- 
|picions of the world, which, as soon as the af- 
fair was known, fell immediately upon her. She 
did not, however, betray any signs of guilt; but 
manifested a constancy scarcely to be accounted 
for. She went next day to the Countess D’- 
Aunoy, where, though all the company observed 
her, she not only appeared serene, but exercised 
her wit as much as usual. The Countess, wish- 
ing to put her to the test, asked her if M. Ti- 
quet had not some suspicion of the person who 











caused him to be assassinated.» Madame Tiquet 
answered, ‘alas! he is so unjust as to lay it 
upon me!’ ‘The Countess Aunoy replied, that 
the best thing which could be done would be to 
secure the porter whom he had lately turned 
away. The conversation lasted on this subject 
for half an hour, and though ali eyes were upon 
this unhappy woman, she never by looks nor by 
words betrayed any confusion, but rather seem- 
ed inspired by that resolution which is the ef- 
fect of innocence. 


She is advised tv escape: 


She went home, and appeared there as com- 
posed as ever, notwithstanding that she was 
every day advised to retire, and seek out some 
place of safety. 

These hints were repeated to her, from time 
to time, to the eighth day, when a Theatine 
came hastily to her chamber, and addressed her 
thus: ‘ Madam, there is no time to be lost; in 
a few minutes you will be apprehended. I have 
brought you one of the habits of my order; slip 
it on; get down stairs, there is a sedan waits 
which will carry you to a place where there is 
a post chaise, in which you may go immediately 
to Calais, and from thence to England, till we 
see what turn things will take.’ 

‘Such measures,’ replied Madame Tiquet, ‘are 
proper for the guilty ; innocence is everywhere 
secure. These reports are spread by my _hus- 
band, to prejudice me in the eves of the world, 
and to intimidate me so far as to leave my coun- 
try, that he may get my fortune into his hands; 
but his skill shall fail him; I am not frightened ; 
I will fall into the hands of the law, for I doubt 
not but the law will do me justice.’ She then 
thanked the Theatine for his civility and kind- 
ness, and waited with much seeming tranquility 
the issue of the business. 


could possibly appear of her having procured the 
assassination of her husband; and full of these 


; hopes, she supported her spirits and acted the 


heroine to the highest degree of perfection. 


Arrested. 


The next day Madame de Senonville came to 
see her, and when she would have gone away 
Madame Tiquet detained her; ‘for,’ )said she, 


‘I shall presently be arrested by the officers of 


justice, and I would not have them find me a. 
lone.’ The words were scarce out of her mouth, 
when the Sieur Deffiti, lieutenant-criminal, en- 
tered the room. Madame Tiquet arose, and paid 
him her compliments with great gravity. ‘ You 
needed not, sir,’ said she, ‘have brought this 
mighty escort! I never had any intention to fly, 
and if you had come alone, | should have gone 
with you wherever you were pleased to carry 
me. She then desired him to put his seal upon 
her effects, that her fortune might suffer as little 
as possible. She next took pains to quiet her 
son, a boy of eight or nine years old, of whom 
she was very fond. She gave him money to 
divert himself with, and to silence his fears put 
on a pleasantness in her looks which surprised 
all that were near her. 

After taking her leave of Madame de Senon- 
ville, she went down stairs with the lieutenant- 
criminal, and leaped with much alacrity into the 
coach. As they passed through the street, she 
saw a lady of her acquaintance, whom she sa- 
luted with her usual politeness and affability.— 
She looked sometimes on the guards who ac- 
companied her, but without emotion, and seem- 
ed as easy as if she had been going to pay a visit 
On coming, however, to the Chatelett, she 
changed color; but she presently recovered it, 
and appeared as serene as ever. Augustus Cat- 
telain put himself into the hands of justice, 
making an open confession, that, three years be- 
fore, Madame ‘Tiquet had engaged him in a con- 
spiracy to murder her husband, in which also her 
porter was concerned. It was upon this that she 
was apprehended ; for as to the last assassina- 
tion, there was no proof against her. Her crime 
therefore, was not the actual causing her hus- 
band to be assassinated, but for having been 
concerned in a conspiracy for that purpose, 
which had not, however, taken effect. 


Sentenced to be beheaded. 


For this offence she incurred a Capital Pun- 
ishment, and the judges of the Chatelet, on the 
3rd of June, 1699, passed sentence upon her 
and upon the porter, by which she was adjudged 
to have her head cut off, and he to be hanged. 
This was afterward confirmed by an arrest of par- 
liament. Augustus Cattelain, notwithstanding his 
being an evidence, was condemned to the gal- 
lays for life, a just sentence on so notorious a 
villain, who questionless made this discovery, 
not from any principle of justice, but with hopes 
of saving himself from that violent death which 
his crimes had long before deserved. 


Her Husband pleads that her life may be spared. 


M. Tiquet, being cured of his wounds, went 
to Versailles, accompanied by his two children, 
and threw himself at the feet of the king. ‘ Sire,’ 
said he, ‘I implore your mercy for Madame Ti- 
quet; be not more severe than God himself, who 


She flattered herself 
that she had taken such precautions that no proof 
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doubtless has pardoned her on her repentance, — 
Has your justice been more offended than 1?~— 
Yet I freely forgive her; and my children lift 
for their mother their pure and innocent hands to 
your ms sh The crime she intended has been 
expiated by the terrors and affliction she has felt 
in the deplorable condition she is now in, ready 
to fall a sacrifice to justice. As her crime, then, 
is done away, do not, Sire, inflict death for re. 
pentance. The king however, was inexorable, 
nevertheless, he granted to M. Tiquet all the ef. 
fects of his wife, which would otherwise have 
fallen to the crown, that his own and _ his chil. 
dren’s circumstances might be made more easy. 
The brother of this unhappy woman, who was 
a captain inthe guards, as well as the Sieur 
Mongeorge, used all their interest to save her.— 
At last his majesty yielded; but the Archbishop 
of Paris, the famous Cardinal de Noailles, inter. 
posed and told him, that if such a crime escaped 
with impunity, it would become frequent ; that 
the security of married men’s lives depended on 
the death of Madame Tiquet; since the grand 
penitentiary’s ears were already stunned with the 
confessions of women, who charged themselves 
with having attempted their husband’s lives.— 
This remonstrance determined the king who de. 
clared that Madame Tiquet should be made an 
example. 
Conduct at the time of crecution. 

When she was brought before the lieutenant. 
criminal, he ordered her sentence to be read 
looking all the while steadfastly upon her, that 
he might perceive what eflects it produced. Ma- 
dame Tiquet heard it without the least emotion 
or change of color. The lieutenant-criminal 
exhorted her to confess her crime, and name her 
accomplices, that she might escape the torture 
She refused at first, but, after they had given 
her the first pot of water she reflected that her 
consistency would be of no use, and therefor 
she acknowledged all. They asked her if the 
Sieur de Mongeorge had any knowledge of this 
affair; upon which she cried out, ‘ Alas! if | 
had communicated the least tittle of it to him, | 
should have lost his esteem beyond retrieving, 
The parson of St. Sulpice was then admitted tc 
her. She heard with great docility all his in- 
structions. She over and over entreated him to 
beg pardon of her husband, and assure him, tha: 
in death she had for him all that tenderness 
which had made the first year of their marriage 
so delightful. There was, perhaps, never seen 
in Paris so great a crowd, as in the streets 
through which Madame Tiquet passed to Le 
Greve. She went in a coach, and the curate otf 
St. Sulpice with her; the porter was there be- 
fore her, and had with him a confessor. At the 
sight of this amazing multitude, her spirits be- 
gan to sink; the clergyman who was with her 
endeavored to console her. Revived and en- 
couraged by his words, she lifted up her hood, 
and looked upon the spectators with an air at 
once modest and resolved. She then had an 
affecting conversatton with her porter, who hum- 
bly besought her pardon for any share he might 
have in her death. She told him that he had no 
reason to ask pardon, since it was she only that 
was culpable towards him. 

When Madame Tiquet was brought to the 
place where she was to suffer, there fell so great 
a rain that they were obliged to defer the exe- 
cution till it was over. She had during this 
space, all the apparatus of her punishment in 
view, and at the same time a mourning coach 
with six horses covered with black cloth, which 
was to carry away her body. When she saw 
the porter executed she lamented his destiny so 
much that she seemed to forget her own. When 
she was directed to mount the seaffold, she gave 
her hand to the executioner that he might help 
her. When she was on the scaffold, she kissed 
all the instruments of death, and did everything 
with an air as if she had studied her part.— 
She accommodated her hair and her head-dress 
in a moment, and was instantly on her knees in 
a posture ready to suffer; but the executioner 
was so agitated, that he could hardly perform his 
office; he missed his blow thrice, and when 
her head fell from her body, all the spectators 
set up aloud cry. Though Madame Tiquet was 
forty-two years old when she suffered, her beau- 
ty was not in the least decayed ; and, as she died 
in full health and vigor, her face retained an 
agreeable air even after she was beheaded. 


FA AAAAAAAAAA 


LINES. 
BY 8s. F. oTaxeren. 


‘ Ye who have fed the hungry soul, 

Or blessed the thirsting lips with drink, 
Ye who have made the sick one whole, 
Or burst the prisoner’s iron link, 

Ye who the naked ones had clad, 

Ye who have comforted the lone, 

Ye who have made the mourner glad, 
And borne his sorrows as your own ; 


‘ As ye the pitying deeds have done ; 
As ye have slaked the wanderer’s thirst, 
As ye have fed the hungry one, 

Or earth’s poor, dying children nursed, 
Or made the mourning heart rejoice, 

Or set the pining prisoner free,’ 

Saith the Redeemer’s heavenly voice, 
*So ye have done it unto me.’ 
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